
PARENTS' NEWSLETTER 
Autumn Term 2020

Dear all parents and guardians,
I am writing to you in the hope that you, your family and friends are all safe and
well during this difficult time. While this upcoming academic year may look
different to previous ones, we would like to reassure you that we as a College
are doing everything we can to make our students feel safe and supported
upon their return or start at the College. We are delighted to be able to
welcome our students back to the campus so that they can meet their tutors
and the staff they will be working with, as well enable them to meet and make
friends with their fellow students. 

Over the past few months, we have been working hard to implement the correct safety measures across our
campus. This includes physical changes so that students and staff can operate safely and at a distance, which I
will outline in more detail later in the newsletter. Thanks to these safety measures, we are now able to have
our students back on campus in force whilst using remote learning where possible to limit the number of
students on campus at any one time. We will continue to implement this approach as long as it is safe to do so
in the hope that soon, we will be able to return to more normal operations. 

This brings me on to my next point regarding the rising number of confirmed cases in the Selby area. This is
something which we are continuing to monitor and are regularly in touch with Selby District Council regarding.
We will continue to follow advice provided by the Council, the local Director of Public Health England and the
wider Government to ensure students and staff are able to work safely. As the situation both nationally and
locally continues to evolve, guidance may also change in the coming weeks and months which may affect our
plans. This may mean that we need to make decisions or act promptly to minimise any potential risk, but we
will strive to keep you all updated as much as possible via email, our website and our social media channels.   

The safety of our students and staff is our highest priority and we will not hesitate to take whatever steps are
necessary to respond correctly to whatever we face. In this newsletter, you will be able to read more about
what we are doing as a College so that we can deliver education and training, safely. 



Face coverings: We have made the decision that all students and staff will have to wear face coverings
 in corridors, stairs, toilets and other indoor communal areas on the Selby College campus. Students may 
wear face coverings any time they wish, in addition to always in public areas. Those that are exempt from 
wearing face coverings will have to identify by wearing a sunflower pin badge in line with national schemes. 
The College will supply these and have chosen something that should not be easy to copy. All exempt students
will have to apply and be approved by the Additional Learning Support (ALS) team, Guidance and Support 
Tutors (GSTs), Higher Education office or Business Services depending on the course type. Badges will
be numbered and a central register kept. 
 
Management Campus Patrols: Managers from across the College are carrying out campus patrols at the 
start of day, breaks, lunchtimes and at the end of day (including outside the College at bus loading time). 
These members of staff are also checking on face-covering wearing, lanyard wearing and social distancing. 
We will keep up the patrols as long as is necessary but hope that students will work with us to create 
a safe environment for all.
 
Outside: We would advise all students to go outside where possible during their break times as air flow can 
reduce the spread of the virus and consequently, reduce the risk. We will break up any larger (non-bubble) 
groups where they are evident and will continue to follow Government guidance on the size of support bubbles. 

Rooming and group numbers: Room capacities are being carefully calculated and students will not be added 
to groups where it is unsafe, with some groups being moved to larger rooms. 
 
Wipes, tissue and sanitiser: These have been provided for rooms so students arriving can clean their 
workspace. Increased hand sanitisation and hand washing facilities have also been implemented throughout 
each building on campus. 

Online learning: During the enrolment process, we spoke to our students about which technology they 
have access to at home and are providing them with training on how to use our systems, including
Google Classrooms which will be the main digital platform for the College. The College has set a policy for 
blended learning where tutors will use online sessions where advantageous from a learning perspective 
or to reduce students on campus when necessary and possible. 
 
Information: To ensure that parents and guardians can remain up to date with the College’s latest actions 
and plans, we’ve created a dedicated news page on our website: https://bit.ly/3eG8s1K. This is being 
continuously updated with statements, videos and announcements. We are also actively posting updates 
via our YouTube page, which you can find at: https://bit.ly/2WrG1ym. The College is also using its social 
media platforms to share content emphasising safety and safe practices, which includes graphics provided 
by Selby District Council and the Department for Education. 

We have also created Ten Top Safety Actions for all students and staff to follow to prevent the spread
of Coronavirus (pictured below). We have also created a reference guide and answers to frequently 
asked questions regarding attendance at College in the current climate, here: https://bit.ly/3eG8s1K.

The steps we are taking to ensure a safe return





Student claims second place in global South African Young Chef of the Year competition
Ben Gillmister, Level 2 Hospitality and Catering student at Selby College, has wowed the judges of the global
South African Young Chef of the Year competition, claiming second place. 

The competition aims to find the UK’s Top Young Chef in South African cuisine. As part of the final, Ben chose
to make Venison as his main dish, followed by a Honey and Almond Cake with pear, sugar coated almonds and
a salted caramel sauce for dessert, which secured him second place in the global competition. The
competition encourages entrants to research South African cooking to inspire their menus and demonstrate
an understanding of South African flavours.

College receives prestigious RoSPA’s President
Award for Health and Safety
The College is pleased to announce it has been awarded the
Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA)
President’s Award for its outstanding health and safety
performance. RoSPA’s esteemed President Accolade is
presented to organisations who have received 10
Consecutive Gold Awards, highlighting Selby College’s
commitment to ensuring a safe learning and working
environment year on year. Read the full story,
here: https://bit.ly/3kpLy26

What’s new at Selby College 
Here is a snap shot of what has been going on behind the scenes at the College: 

We are delighted to have welcomed 12 brand new
apprentices who will be taking part in Siemens Mobility's
engineering training programme. They are the first of 700
employees who will build Siemens new rail facility in Goole
when it opens in 2023. As part of their Level 3 Rail
Technician Apprenticeship programme, they will spend
their first year at the College developing core engineering
knowledge and competencies. In their second year, they
will spend one day a week at College and four days a week
on placement at Siemens Mobility traincare facilities,
building up their practical skills and experience:
https://bit.ly/33D0hzE

Selby College welcomes Siemens Mobility's first Goole rail facility apprentices 

Selby College enhances its wellbeing offering with new NHS partnership
We are also expanding our mental health and wellbeing offering with a new NHS-based mental health and
emotional wellbeing service. This move is a part of the College’s whole approach to mental health and
wellbeing and will provide staff and students with additional support across the College. A team of
Councillors from Tees, Esk and Wear Valleys NHS Foundation Trust will work alongside the College’s
Counsellor Lorraine Fisher and GSTs at the College to provide advice for those who may be struggling, as well
as to help raise awareness of problems young people commonly experience.



Functional Skills English Level 1 and Level 2
Functional Skills Maths Level 1 and Level 2
ECDL – a nationally recognised qualification in IT skills
Essential Digital Skills
The Opportunity Escalator

We have courses for adults too 
At Selby College, we support learners of all ages. We have a fantastic range of online and part-time courses
available for adults, which can be delivered both on-site and offline. The courses, from functional skills to
degrees, are designed to help learners upskill and improve their career prospects, refresh existing skills or learn
a new subject. The College's Adult Hub has also expanded its offer with two new courses, the  ‘Opportunity
Escalator’ and ‘Essential Digital Skills’. The courses are designed to provide learners with the chance to build
their digital and employability skills at a variety of levels and through a range of qualification sizes. The
programmes also offer adults the chance to progress through a range of pathways, to career development,
progression to leadership and supervisor roles, starting their own business or becoming a community leader.
So, if you are thinking about gaining new qualifications, then now could be the right time. Here is a reminder of
the courses we offer at our Adult Learning Hub:

The College also offers a huge range of free Distance Learning courses, which you can find out more about,
here.  Selby College also offers a vast range of Apprenticeship options and Higher Education courses, which are
available to over 18s. 

Selby College expands Higher Education offer to support professionals and learners
Whether you are returning to education, seeking additional qualifications or looking to change career path,
Selby College has a range of Higher Education courses on offer which are suitable for you.  As a local College,
we deliver these courses on your doorstep and on behalf of some of the UK's most well-established
universities. We have recently expanded our Higher Education offer to include two brand new Access Diplomas
in Criminal Justice and Science. Access to Higher Education Diplomas are designed to help those without
traditional entry level requirements access their dream career and are perfect for adults looking for a change of
career path or to develop new skills in the current climate. The two new courses will run alongside the
College's existing Higher Education Diploma in Health Science, which is ideal for those looking to enter a career
in a wide range of Health, Nursing, Midwifery or Allied Health Professions. To support local professionals, the
College has also relaunched its Higher National Certificate in Business, a Level 4 programme which provides
learners with a specialist vocational understanding of business. To find out more about the range of Higher
Education courses on offer at the College, please visit: https://bit.ly/3eBXOsX

Saturday 17th October, 9.00am – 12.30pm
Monday 19th October, 5.30pm – 8.00pm
Monday 9th November, 5.30pm – 8.00pm

Adult Virtual Open Events, Autumn 2020
Explore the different course options we offer for adults and future progression opportunities by joining one of
our Virtual Open Events this Autumn:

The Open Events will include a series of presentations and Q&A sessions delivered by specialist staff via Zoom.
You can register for as many sessions as you wish, at: https://bit.ly/2EtyJ7l 

https://selby.ac.uk/media/126332/adult-hub-english.pdf
https://selby.ac.uk/media/126333/adult-hub-maths.pdf
https://selby.ac.uk/media/126335/ecdl-flexi-1.pdf
https://selby.ac.uk/adult-skills/distance-learning-courses/
https://selby.ac.uk/media/125834/sc_adult-guide_201920_online_dps.pdf


We would love to hear from our students as to how they are finding starting or being back at the College. We
would encourage any of our students to share any images, fun ideas or updates of what they have been doing
by emailing marketing@selby.ac.uk. Here are some snippets from our social media channels of what has been
happening on campus since the start of term: 

Staying social

If you would like to opt out of receiving future editions of College newsletters, please email info@selby.ac.uk.


