
 

 

What are Higher Technical Qualifications (HTQs)? 

Higher Technical Qualifications (HTQs) are Level 4 and 5 qualifications (such as 
HNDs/Foundation Degrees/Diploma HE) that have been approved as meeting 
occupational standards for the relevant sector. With an expanding need for skills at 
Level 4 and 5 from employers, a Higher Technical Qualification is a fantastic way of 
getting the right guidance, knowledge and skills to be prosperous in the workplace, 
this is because HTQs have been created in collaboration with employers.  

By choosing to study a Higher Technical Qualification, employers confirm your 
knowledge and skills are of an employable specification for their requirements, and 
also give you self-assurance to pursue your career aspirations.  

Selby  College is offering HTQs in the Digital sector. The Pearson BTEC Level 4 
Higher National Certificate in Computing offers students a broad introduction to the 
subject area. The non-specialist ‘General’ pathway allows students to complete a 
Pearson BTEC Higher National Diploma without committing to a particular 
professional specialism. This offers additional flexibility to providers and students.  
 
Our HNC/D Computing has been aligned to the occupational standard for been 
approved by the Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical Education (IfATE) 

 

Who are HTQs for? 
 

• They’re for students over 18 who want to study a subject to prepare them for 
skilled jobs, and also for adults looking to retrain or upskill. 
 

• They would suit you if you want a more practical, employer-led programme. 
 

• Although Higher Technical Qualifications are primarily designed for entry into 

skilled employment or those looking to retrain or upskill, you could also 

progress to further study and/or training. 

 

 



Why take an HTQ? 

• They’re a high-quality alternative to other widespread routes, such as 

apprenticeships, or degrees. 

 

• They can lead to high-skilled, well remunerated jobs in a multiple of sectors, 

giving you an advantage in your chosen career. 
 

 

Career opportunities include: 

• Application Developer 

• Website Developer 

• Security Specialist 

• Data Analyst 

• Database Designer 

& more! 

Higher Technical Qualifications are employer backed.  They are constructed to close 
the digital skills gap across the region, HTQs have been formed in collaboration with 
industry leading employers to produce business-ready graduates prepared for the 
ever-changing digital sector. 

The course is also backed by the Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical 
Education. This stamp of quality gives students and employers peace of mind to 
know the course delivers the knowledge, practical skills and experience that 
prepares students for a diverse range of roles in the industry, which remain in high 
demand. 

 


